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Wednesday 14th December 7pm

“Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice’.” Mt 9:13
Sunday 20th November 2016 | 0161 273 1456 | general.muscc@gmail.com

This Sunday sees the Year of Mercy
come to an end. What a year it’s
been for us! Here at the Chaplaincy,
we have increased our efforts to
respond to the call of our merciful
Lord, who reminds us that we will be
judged chiefly on how much mercy
we have shown to others: “Whatever
you did to the least of my brethren,
you did it to Me.” (Mt 25:40)
This mission of mercy has taken
form in several ways: our continuing
SVP volunteering group, which serves
the poorest and most marginalised in
the local area; our Foodbank, which
meets the needs of those on the
poverty line in and out of term time;
our weekly prayers for the plight of
persecuted Christians throughout the
world. Christ has come to our doors
in the form of the stranger, the
lonely, the poor, the refugee. While
Holy Doors opened throughout the

world, we have opened our doors to
‘the Other’ – our Saturday night
shelters for destitute asylum seekers
have challenged us to see the face of
Christ in those society has rejected,
while our increasing interfaith work
has meant that we are answering
Pope Francis’s call at World Youth
Day (WYD) to become ‘builders of
bridges, not walls.’ Some of our
students had powerful encounters at
WYD in Krakow, and came back
energised by St John Paul II’s love for
life. With him in mind, we explore
JP2’s teachings on sex, relationships
and love every Monday.
While the Year of Mercy ends, the
mercy of God never ends. Neither
should we tire in our mission to look
for Him in the unexpected places and
people – it is there that He waits for
us, longs for us, challenges us to find
Him.
- Lisa

You can register with the Chaplaincy for regular updates on areas you are
interested in – www.muscc.org/register

This Week’s Events
Mon – Fri morning prayer in the chapel
at 8.30am (come in through the small
gate between chaplaincy and church)

Monday
7pm Encounter Theology of the
Body
Tuesday
6.30pm student Christian Life
Community
7pm Launching Leaders
Wednesday
7pm ACN Red Wednesday Prayer
Vigil & Lighting of Church
7pm RCIA Course
7pm Ghana Fundraising Talk
Thursday
7pm Thanksgiving Dinner
Friday
1.10–2pm Staff and Postgraduate
Bible Study
7.30pm Living Theology Weekend

This Week’s Saints
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS –
NOVEMBER
Universal: Countries Receiving
Refugees
That the countries which take in a
great number of displaced persons
and refugees may find support for
their efforts which show solidarity.
Evangelization: Collaboration of
Priests and Laity
That within parishes, priests and lay
people may collaborate in service to
the community without giving in to
the temptation of discouragement.
http://apostleshipofprayer.org/

Living Theology Weekend

Saturday
2pm ACN Mass - Holy Name, in
thanksgiving to ACN benefactors
10am - 7.30 pm Living Theology
Sunday
9.15am Mass in Chaplaincy Chapel
12pm Mass in Holy Name Church
7pm Student Mass in Holy Name
10am - 7.30 pm Living Theology
8pm Sunday Dinner (£2 for main
course - £1 for dessert)

NEXT WEEKEND!
See page 7 for more info…

Monday 21st The Presentation of Our
Lady - this feast commemorates an event
in Mary's childhood and is taken from the
apocryphal gospel of St James, although
very probably based on oral tradition.
Mary is presented at the age of twelve in
the temple in an act of thanksgiving to
God, and of consecration.
Tuesday 22nd St Cecilia was a third
century Roman martyr - one of many
young women remembered by the Church
for devoting their virginity to Christ for the
sake of the Kingdom and offering their
lives as martyrs in consequence. She was
adopted as patron of music because a
verse in the Office dedicated to her refers
to the playing of the organ.
Thursday 24th St Andrew Dung-Lac and
Companions: today we honour all of the
martyrs of Vietnam, who gave their lives
for the Christian faith from 18th to20th
centuries. Andrew was a C19th Jesuit; he
and his companions suffered in the first of
many persecutions which strengthened
Christianity over the years.
Saturday 26th St John Berchmans - patron
saint of Jesuit students. Born in Flemish
Belgium, he died in his twenties (1621)
while studying Philosophy and Theology in
Rome. His devotion to Christ and to Mary
and to the Jesuit rule was so inspiring that
he became an example not only to his
contemporaries, but to those who
followed in subsequent years.

Upcoming Events
Coming Soon…

In Search of a Way
Retreat

When? 16th - 20th December
Where? St Beuno’s Retreat
Centre
What? An individually guided
retreat for 18-35 year olds
More info:

www.beunos.com/searchway2016

Interested in Becoming
Catholic?

///RCIA COURSE///
Wednesdays 7pm

Email Sister Cecilia:
fcjcconnolly@gmail.com

//OTHER NEWS///
-- THANKSGIVING DINNER --

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 7PM
COST: £3 SUGGESTED DONATION
PROCEEDS GO TO SVP

Foodbank Statistics
Trussell Trust
released mid-year
stats last week.
April - October we
provided 703 food
parcels, benefiting
949 adults and 499
children. The main
causes of people
using our foodbank were benefit delay/changes (46%), low-income (19%) and
homelessness (16%).
Manchester Evening News Coverage
Our foodbank was visited by the M.E.N. who took photos to use in their article
on foodbank usage in Manchester. Read full
article: www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchesternews/mum-foodbank-weeks-after-birth-12169119.
Save the Date!
- Piccadilly Train Station Collection Fri 25th November, 7am -7pm
- December Food Drives - Thursday 1st, Friday 2nd, Saturday 3rd 9am- 5pm
Tesco Gorton/Tesco Stretford. We need all the help we can get!

HELP NEEDED
Any Farsi speaking Christian to help
with catechetics for asylum
seekers.
For more info speak to Fr Tim:
timbyron@jesuits.net

RELIGIOUS VOICES + IDENTITIES IN
H.E.
When: Mon 28th Nov 9-5pm
Cost: Free
What: conference for staff &
students on religion in H.E.
Info:

Alex.Baratta@manchester.ac.uk

JustGiving
We have received £1,768 from donations - visit www.JustGiving.com/m-c-f
WE ARE CURRENTLY RUNNING LOW ON:
UHT Whole Milk
Long Life Fruit Juice
We are no longer requesting bags of sugar.

Email: info@manchestercentral.foodbank.org.uk

The St Vincent de Paul Society have launched their Christmas
Time Appeal, but they’re not asking for money. Instead they’re
asking for students to give a little of their time to help others by
joining our SVP 1833 group. As you plan your Christmas
celebrations, spare a thought for those who dread the festive
season. For many it’s a time of profound loneliness and solitude,
while for others it means not being able to afford the family
presents or delicious foods that the rest of us take for granted.
But giving a little of your time to help those in need could help
change that and it might be the best gift you’ve ever given.
To find out more, email svp.muscc@outlook.com

URGENT APPEAL:
CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Big thanks to all the Night Shelter volunteers and warm welcome to the new
volunteers who have just joined us!
We have successfully hosted six Saturday nights at the Holy Name church so far, and
it's been a touching experience for all of us. We dine with 12 destitute asylum
seekers/refugees on Saturday night in the Holy Name building. We share a warm and
friendly environment at the dinner table, where we all come together as a big
family!
Thanks for all the support we have from the community, parishioners and students!

For information/details on volunteering opportunities, join our
Facebook group:
SVP MUSCC

We are still looking for volunteers around Christmas and New Year time, please get
in touch if you will be around. Contact Hinna (hinnapa@gmail.com)
“I was a stranger and you welcomed Me. If you did it to the least of My brothers,
you did it to Me.” (Mt 25: 31-46)

Empowerment +

Prayer Group for Persecuted Christians

Last week we prayed for
filmmakerPetr Jasek, who
is in jail in Sudan for
filming persecution of
Christians. Join us Weds
7pm to pray for
persecuted Christians.
ACN Mass of Thanksgiving for our benefactors, 26th Nov

Interfaith Leadership group
Launching Leaders is a unique programme to empower the Millennial
Generation by imparting practical career and life skills alongside spiritual faith
principles. The chaplaincy is hosting the global pilot, Launching Leaders, in
partnership with different faith groups, i.e. Mormons, Muslims and Catholics.
On 4th November, at the halfway point of the sessions, the group took a stand
for interfaith action on the streets of Manchester.
Eight participants helped to bridge the gap between the deprived Nigerian
Muslim Mosque (Nasfat) and the neighbourhood. Before Nasfat moved in the
neighbourhood in Newton Heath, the building was an old Methodist Church
which was then transformed into a mosque. Some in the neighbourhood
became hostile and problematic.
The group undertook a simple project of litter-picking in the neighbourhood
that intended to ease the tension in the region and to make the Muslim
community feel welcomed. The project elicited positive remarks and many
smiles from the neighbourhood.
To get involved with Empowerment+, email Hinna:
hinna@religiousfreedomandbusiness.org

Fr. Dominic Robinson SJ, ACN’s National Ecclesiastical Assistant and Fr. Andrzej
Halemba, ACN’s Project Co-ordinator for Middle East will come for this special
Mass on 26th Nov 2pm at the Holy Name. The Mass will be followed by
refreshments and a chance to chat with our guests.
To help with the arrangements please get in touch with Hinna
(hinnapz@gmail.com)
Talk on Future of the Ancient Christian Community, 27th Nov
Aid to the Church in Need has organised a talk by Fr. Andrzej Halemba, who has
travelled around Middle East and North Africa for ACN. He will be sharing his
experiences and leading the discussion about the future of the most ancient
Christian communities in our world today.
Join us for the interesting talk on 27th Nov 2016, 2pm, in Liverpool (The Gibberd
Room, Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral, Mount Pleasant, L3 5TQ)

Prayer Group for Persecuted Christians

MANCHESTER LIVING THEOLOGY

--- RED WEDNESDAY --23rd Nov
About: Red Wednesday is a big opportunity to stand up for faith and freedom
and to put pressure on the UK government and the international community to
protect people of faith, find solutions to the problems that are fuelling extremist
violence and to make our world a safer place.
The Red Wednesday Campaign will be followed by the release of Religious
Freedom Report by Aid to the Church in Need, in the House of Lords on 24th Nov
2016.
What will we do: In partnership with Aid to the Church in Need, on the evening
of #RedWednesday – 23rd November 2016, Holy Name Catholic Church, will
light up their iconic facades Red.
Please join us for the lighting up of the Holy Name Church and a Red Wednesday
Prayer vigil for Persecuted Christians 7pm Wednesday 23rd November 2016.
How you can support: We invite you to be a part of Red Wednesday and make a
stand against religious persecution and to stand for peace and tolerance.
#1 Wear Red on Wednesday 23rd November
#2 Share your #RedWednesday selfies
#3 Pray for Christians suffering around the world

Would you Baptise an Extra Terrestrial?
Living Theology Weekend
What: Fr Christopher Corbally SJ, from the Vatican Observatory, will
lead a series of workshops on faith and science as part of the Living
Theology courses (http://www.livingtheology.org.uk/). He’ll be
joined by Fr Michael Smith SJ and Gabriel Fonseca, one of our own
researchers.
When: Friday 25th November – Sunday 27th November
Where: Chaplaincy (next door to the Holy Name)
How much: £20 non-students / £10 student weekend pass OR
£10/£5 day pass. Register below at:

manchesterlivingtheology2016.eventbrite.co.uk
www.facebook.com/events/529211417275817/

