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My name is Helmut Schumacher and I’m a novice from
Germany. Before I joined the novitiate of the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits), I worked as a priest in the Osnabrück
diocese in the north of Germany.
In the novitiate training there are five internships; I have
already completed four and gained many positive
experiences. Now I am completing my final experiment
for three months here in Manchester. I’m very glad that I
have met so many polite students in the first few weeks
here and I feel very welcome in the SJ community. In
addition, I hope to improve my English whilst supporting
the students in a pastoral role.
I’m pleased with other good encounters and wish everyone a blessed time.
Helmut Schumacher

Persecution of Christians and natural
disasters truly test our faith. The declining
numbers of Christians in Syria and Iraq is
worrying. However, the Acts of the
Apostles reminds us that the Christian
faith grew following persecution. The
persecution in Judea after the death of
Stephen eventually led to the conversion
of pagan Greeks to the faith. Persecution
in Rome again strengthened the faith of
the early Christians. In today’s globalised
world, will the blood of martyrs in the
Middle East deepen faith elsewhere in the
Church? Have you visited the Madonna of
Tenderness icon in the middle side-chapel
of the Holy Name church, dedicated to
praying for persecuted Christians? We
pray that the deaths of present day
martyrs, as well as martyrs of past times,
will help us in our weakness and,

where necessary, strengthen us to
profess our faith. Natural disasters
challenge us too. We believe firmly
in a loving God. We find it difficult to
understand why people suffer
terribly from tragic events, such as
the recent earthquakes in Ecuador
and Japan. At least, they do bring
people together. Quality teams are
often on standby for major
emergencies, at home or abroad.
Individuals do what they can. It is
often said that no sooner is a
disaster announced than the Holy
Spirit starts to draw good people
together to work for the common
good. However, explanations rarely
suffice. Perhaps we need a little
humility before God. There are
many things we cannot understand
about God.

You can register with the Chaplaincy for regular updates on areas you
are interested in – www.muscc.org/register

This Week’s Events
This week at the Chaplaincy…
Monday 25th April
8.30am - Morning Prayer: each weekday
morning in the chapel for 15 minutes

The chaplaincy will celebrate a Mass
in Spanish on Friday, 29th of April at
7.00pm. You are more than welcome.
After the Mass there will be a dinner.
6.30pm - SVP meeting.
For more information you can contact
Paulina Orejuela
Tuesday 26th April
email: pauly_orejuela@hotmail.com
10am-12pm - Foodbank: serving the local phone: 07400419237)
community in crisis (also Weds / Fri).
Wednesday 27th April
4pm – Baroque music concert in Holy
Name Church. Free entry. Flute by
Franҫois Couperin and Michael de la
Barre. Songs by Henry Purcell and
Contemporaries
7-8.30pm - RCIA group meeting.
Thursday 28th April
7pm-8.30pm – LIFE charity talk
Friday 29th April
1pm-2pm - Staff Bible Study.

This week’s Saints

Clare Plasom-Scott will talk to us on
Thursday, 28th April at 7pm on what it
is to be pro-life, why she is pro-life
and about the work she does for Life
Charity. Clare is an Education Officer
for Life and will be talking on Thursday
because it is the feast day of St Gianna
Beretta Molla, patron saint of Unborn
Children and Doctors.

7-9pm – Spanish language Mass and
Dinner
Sunday 1st May
Mass - Please come along and join us for
Mass: 9:15am hymns; 12pm classical
choir; 7pm contemporary music.
7pm – 11 members of chaplaincy
community will receive the sacrament of
confirmation. Bishop John Arnold will be
with us to confer the sacrament.

On Saturday April 16th an earthquake of magnitude 7.8 took place on Ecuador’s
territory. 577 people have been reported dead, 4605 injured and 107 people
missing. These numbers are constantly increasing as volunteers go through affected
spots.
Nevertheless, thanks to rescue
teams almost 55 people were
rescued from the rubble. As part
of the Ecuadorian society we are
doing many events across the
University in order to raise funds
which will be sent to the Ecuadorian
embassy in London. We will be
really thankful to every person that
can support this cause.

From Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th April
you may notice, some redecorating
work being done or people filming. This
is because the BBC is filming some
scenes of a new drama series called In
the Dark in our building. Check the BBC
website for more information about the
series.

Monday – St Mark gave us the first and
simplest of the Gospels. He was a
companion of Peter and his own missionary
activities took him to North Africa. His
symbol is a winged lion.
Wednesday – St Peter Canisius was a Jesuit
preacher and writer whose great efforts
kept much of southern Germany and
western Austria from becoming protestant.
He was loved by both sides.
Friday – St Catherine of Siena was one of
the most influential women of the middle
ages. Her powerful energies were directed
at reforming the Church, starting with the
Papacy.
Saturday – Pope St Pius V is a curious
example of a saintly Pope who may have
made a bad mistake: he called for Queen
Elizabeth I to be deposed. This caused major
problems for English Catholics!

Day of Reflection
AGED 18-35? Then come
along to a ‘Day of Reflection’
organised by ‘ACTS’ (‘Adult
Catholics Together
Spiritually’) – Sat 30th April,
focusing on Pope Francis’
latest document, ‘The Joy of
Love’. Start 9.30am until
5pm (exact times to be
confirmed) at Wistaston
Hall, Crewe. Cost £20 (£15
for unemployed/students).
If joining us or want more
information contact Siobhan
at siobhanbc@talktalk.net
or tel 0161 477 2783/07761
138947.

You may have noticed that some
work has been done in the
chaplaincy garden in recent weeks.
There is growing group of people
interested (a few knowledgeable
and skilled, most wanting to learn
and enjoy). We do not have a
regular meeting time, but there are usually things
that need doing—as we get into summer, there will
(hopefully) be on-going jobs like watering to be
done. Besides the changes outside, we currently
have some seedlings growing in doors that will need
planting when they have grown and we have
obtained some more soil. The gardening group is
being coordinated through a Facebook group
(MUSCC Gardening)—join if you are interested.

BOB boxes
CAFOD are preparing to launch a new environmental
campaign, partly in response to Laudato si, the recent
encyclical that draws our attention to how we live in God’s creation. The
campaign is trying to help each of us do something practical to take better care
of our world. It will do this through BOB (Bat or Bird) boxes.
We have 2 (pictured)—the bird box on the left allows birds
in the front hole, the one on the right is for bats because the
hole is blocked and there is an opening in the bottom. We
are going to make a video when we put them up. If you
would like to put one up and take a video of you doing it,
particularly if you can take to your family home in the
summer, contact Br Geoff to find out how to get a box (they
also come in separate pieces for easier transport).

Join us for
a fun
night with
the
wonderful
people of
L’Arche!

Want to volunteer and give back to the community?
Opportunities to volunteer include:
-

Helping the homeless by participating in Food Runs
Mentoring students through a breakfast club at a Primary School
Befriending the elderly at a care home
Spending time with adults that have learning disabilities

We are always looking for University student volunteers to give their time and
talents to help the work of the SVP 1833. Want to learn more about what we do and
how you can get involved?
Attend our Monday meeting - 6:30PM at the Catholic Chaplaincy (across from the
UofM Student Union).
Join our FB group: SVP MUSCC

Low Stock Items
We are currently running low on the following items for our food parcels:
Coffee granules
Tinned meat
Thank you to all those who generously donated sugar and long-life fruit juice to
our foodbank last week following our request, it is greatly appreciated!

A Little History….
1833
In Paris on 23rd April 1833, he led a group of six Sorbonne University students, who met with a
middle-aged journalist, Emmanuel Baily, to form a group to be called the Conference of Charity.
Their purpose was simple: as a small group of friends, they would become servants of the poor in
Paris - just as Jesus Christ had been servant to the people of his time.

Blessed Frédéric, while speaking in defence of the Church in some fiery debates at the university,
had been challenged by a young socialist: "What are you doing for the poor now? Show us your
works!". Blessed Frédéric realised that talk alone would never give full witness to the truth. That
same night he and some friends pooled what money they had and bought firewood for a poor family.

He continued leading the group with the help of Sr. Rosalie Rendu. Sr Rosalie and her sisters
distributed relief in the form of clothing, food and linen, and ran a school for children. She also used
her energy to pressure the authorities and to involve others in her work.
Through Rosalie's assistance, Blessed Frédéric and his companions made their first contact with the
poor. Because Rosalie's good work had made her a recognised household name, the new group

Annual Stats
The Trussell Trust, with whom we are affiliated, released their annual stats last
week. Trussell Trust foodbanks provided enough emergency food to feed more
than 1.1 million people in the UK last year. At our foodbank we gave out 1,700
food parcels last year which assisted 4,027 local people,
a significant increase on the previous year. Thank you to
all those who help us meet this demand through your
regular donations.
Donations
We received 124kg of food and £61 from the Dalton St
Salon through their Hairstylists Against Hunger
Campaign. The staff at the Salon generously agreed to
allow their customers to pay for haircuts and beauty
treatments through donations of tinned
food, all of which was donated to our
foodbank at the end of the fundraiser!
We received a fantastic donation of £5,602
from CSM Bakeries Limited following a
collection at their annual meeting in
Manchester earlier in the year.

gained an instant respect which they would not have had otherwise.

He and his friends began to live the Gospel command 'show love to your neighbour' by visiting those
living in dreadful poverty, and bringing what food and comfort they could. Others were moved by
their example to commit themselves to serving the poor. They chose to call their group the Society of
St Vincent de Paul, based on the exemplary charitable life led by Vincent.
- See more at: http://svp.org.uk/foundingofthesvp

Great Manchester 10k Run on Sunday 22nd May
We are still looking for volunteers to participate in the 10k run on behalf of our
foodbank. Please email fundraising@manchestercentral.foodbank.org.uk for
more information!
If you wish to sponsor our team please visit
www.campaign.justgiving.com/charity/m-c-f/greatmanchesterrun10k

