
Sign up to... 

 

Coming up… 

 
Advent  - preparing for Christmas—7pm 7, 8, 9 December. Steve Hoyland (who 
our weeks of guided prayer last year) will be coming for 3 days to lead open 
workshops to celebrate Advent and review the year. Each workshop is 
independent so come to one or to all three—next week we will include what 
each session will focus on. Steve will also be leading review sessions with the 
Committee (6pm) and foodbank volunteers (1pm) on Tuesday 8 Dec. He and a 
couple of other spiritual directors will be available for one-to-one spiritual 
direction sessions upon request. 
 
Carols by Candlelight—7pm on Thursday 10 December in the Holy Name, 
followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the chaplaincy. 

You can register with the Chaplaincy for regular updates on 

areas you are interested in – www.muscc.org/register 

Sunday 29th November 2015 | 0161 273 1456 | general.muscc@gmail.com  

Holy Name Church 

In the picture above, Holy Name 
church rises in solemn grandeur 
above the rainy, windswept Oxford 
Road. Her doors are open. She 
offers sanctuary and welcome. It is 
a privilege for our Chaplaincy to 
have this great Manchester 
landmark as its place of worship: a 
veritable cathedral. The darkening 
world around us needs this 
presence in its midst. In a world 
where “ignorant armies clash by 
night” we can find light and truth 
and peace for the soul within these 
sacred walls. How often do we pass 
these doors?  How often do we 
enter? As we turn our thoughts to 
the babe born at Bethlehem, why 

not renew the sources of our 
Christian life? Join the Advent 
spirituality workshops, help the SVP 
with its work on the streets, come 
to Carols by Candlelight, or just 
spend some extra time praying in 
church. Faith needs nourishing, 
love needs to be shared—and hope 
is what keeps us going! Advent is 
the season when we await “the 
blessed hope – the Coming of our 
Saviour 



This Week’s Events 
This week at the Chaplaincy… 

Monday 30th Nov 
8.30am Morning Prayer –meet in the 
Chapel every weekday morning to start our 
day with a prayer; followed by breakfast. 
 
6.30pm SVP meeting. 
 
Tuesday 1st Dec  
10am-12pm Foodbank –serving the local 
community in crisis. (also Weds / Fri) 
 
12.30-2pm University staff lunch and talk 
 
Wednesday 2nd Dec 
7pm-8.30pm RCIA and public talk – We 
welcome Fr Eamonn Mulcahy who will be 
speaking on the theme “What is the 
Mass?” in the chaplaincy. All are welcome! 
 
Thursday 3rd Dec 
7pm YouTube as a Path to Interiority – talk 
by Fr Nikolaas Sintobin. 
 
Friday 4th Dec 
1.00pm-2.00pm Staff Bible Study 
 
7pm Contemporary Christian Music talk 
 
Sunday 6th Dec 
Mass – Please come along and join for 
Mass: 9:15am hymns; 12pm classical choir; 
7pm contemporary music. 
 
8.00pm Dinner – after Mass join us for a 

great time together and home-made food 

(£3 for 2 courses).  

Contemporary Christian Music 
Talk 
If you are passionate about 
contemporary Christian music, 
come to our first open Talk & 
Discussion night on 4th of 
December, 7pm in the Chaplaincy. 
Our 7pm music group leaders: Lisa 
Burns (Worship & Spirituality), 
Oliver Kugel (Music that’s changing 
lives), Rokas Balsys (101 of Music 
Industry) will be talking. After the 
talk there will be some snacks, 
refreshments and an open 
discussion.  
 
 
 
University Staff lunch and talk: 1st 

December  

Buffet 12.30pm – 2.00pm.  Buffet 

and talk in the Chaplaincy 

Spirituality Suite  

Talk by John FitzGerald:  'O Radiant 

Dawn: The Arts and the Future of 

Faith.'   

If you are coming, please let Fr Ian 

know by Monday for catering. 

iantomlinsonsj@gmail.com 

SVP News 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Julie is part of a programme called the Vincentian Volunteers and works at 

the Catholic Chaplaincy two days a week. The Vincentian Volunteers are 

Christian young people aged 18-35, from all over the world, who commit a 

year of their lives to the service of vulnerable people. During their year of 

service, they live in a community of three or four people and engage in 

voluntary work in partnership with other, well known charity organisations 

in order to help the impoverished, the homeless, the disabled, refugees and 

those suffering with addictions within the local community. The Vincentian 

ethos is to give ourselves to God to make a difference in our world by serving 

those in need. 

Julie is from Atlanta, Georgia, USA. She assists with the breakfast club at 

Holy Name Primary School and assists the SVP with various jobs at the 

Chaplaincy. When she is not at the Chaplaincy, she works at the Windsor 

Drop-In Centre for the Homeless. Prior to coming to England, Julie taught in 

a Primary school and worked at an educational software company training 

adults. In her spare time, she volunteered with the local Humane Society as 

well as a non-profit that worked with the homeless. 

“My hope is that I will be remembered for having a positive impact on the lives of 

others. By investing my time and energy into helping and being with others, I believe 

my relationship with God will be that much stronger.” ~Julie 

To learn more about the Vincentian Volunteer Programme, visit: http://

www.vincentianvolunteers.org.uk/ 

The Manchester Universities Catholic Chaplaincy (MUSCC) Saint Vincent de Paul 

Society (SVP) 1833 is always looking for student volunteers to join us in working with 

those in need.  

All students are welcome (ages 18-33)! 

Attend our weekly SVP meeting: Mondays 6:30pm at the Catholic Chaplaincy 

Follow us on Facebook: SVP 1833 Manchester 

Visit our website: muscc.org/svp 



SVP News 

Our MUSCC SVP student volunteers take Vinnie Packs to 

those in need on the streets during the Homeless Food Runs. 

Each Vinnie Pack contains a thermal beanie hat, thermal 

gloves and thermal socks, a tube of toothpaste, toothbrush, 

emergency foil blanket, pen and an information card. While it 

may not seem like much, for someone living on the streets, it 

can mean a slightly warmer night during the very cold winters.  

The contents of each pack only costs the SVP £3.25 so if you would like 

to give a donation to sponsor a pack, please go to: http://

uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/vinniepacks2015 or send a cheque to 

Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ 

Catholic Travellers: Aid to Homeless 

After 7pm mass on December 6
th
, the Catholic Travellers group will team up 

with the MUSCC SVP to deliver 100 sleeping bags, hats, gloves, and thermal 

tops to the homeless on the streets of Manchester. If you would like to join us, 

please email: svp.muscc@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are the Catholic Travellers? We are a group of Catholic Traveller and 

Gypsy men who are all part of an online Catholic Bible study group. We want to 

empower the Travelling community with the initiative to make a positive and 

visible impact in the community while helping the less fortunate.  

In our culture one is exposed to a multitude of direct incentives which do not favour to 

reach a deeper level of experience. However, religious experiences occur on that deeper 

level. Short video stories have a special potential to facilitate something deeper.  

The challenge is to present YouTube-films in such a way that as to stimulate the viewer 

to do something with them from the perspective of his philosophy of life and religious 

convictions. 

Christmas at the Chaplaincy 
For any students that will be 
left in Manchester over the 
Christmas period - don't fear 
we will look after you at the 
Chaplaincy. We will need 
some volunteers: A) To 
decorate the church & build 
the crib B), to help organise 
the cooking for Christmas 
Day! Email Br Geoff 
on: geoffteb@gmail.com  if 
you would like to help.  

THIS WEEK’S SAINTS 
Monday – St Andrew the Apostle was a 
fisherman, like his brother St Peter;. He was 
crucified on a cross shaped like an X, the 
“saltire” on the flag of Scotland, of which 
country he is the patron saint. 
 
Tuesday – SS Edmund Campion, Robert 
Southwell and Companions were the first Jesuit 
martyrs in England (1581) and their deaths for 
treason inspired many more Catholics to lay 
their lives on the line in defence of the Faith. 
 
Thursday – St Francis Xavier was an early Jesuit 
saint who brought the Gospel to India and 
Japan and the regions in between. He found 
“natural Christians” wherever he went and his 
experiences helped change European attitudes. 

Thursday, 3 Dec @ 7pmThursday, 3 Dec @ 7pm  
as a Path to Interiorityas a Path to Interiority  

http://www.seeingmore.org/http://www.seeingmore.org/http://www.seeingmore.org/   

mailto:svp.muscc@outlook.com
mailto:geoffteb@gmail.com


FOODBANK news 

Last week Manchester Central Foodbank gave out 28 

food parcels and helped out 64 people: 

37 adults 
27 children 

Recent Donations 

Bramhall Solicitors  48kg 

Myriad Foundtion  30kg 

Roberts Jackson Solicitors  161kg 

The Co-Operative Bank  141kg 

 

Donation from musician Mike Vennart (of Oceansize and Biffy Clyro 

fame) who generously put out an appeal at his Manchester gig for fans to 

donate toiletries to their local foodbank. We collected several large bags 

of toothbruses and toothpastes for the foodbank.  

 

FOODBANK news 

Volunteers needed for Tesco Food Drives in December 

 

Our December food drives are taking 

place Thursday 3rd, Friday 4th and 

Saturday 5th of December at both Tesco 

Extra in Gorton (Hyde Road, M18 8LD ) 

and Tesco Extra in Stretford (Chester 

Road, M32 9BD ). 

 

We need volunteers to help man the food collection points 9am and 6pm 

each, even if it's just for a couple hours! Volunteering would involve 

speaking to Tesco customers and handing out leaflets listing the items we 

are collecting. 

 

Volunteers will also be required at the Chaplaincy building Saturday from 

6pm to help unload and store the donations collected from the food 

drive. 

 

If you would like to volunteer at either of the food collection points or at 

the Chaplaincy building on Saturday evening, please email 

Volunteering@ManchesterCentral.foodbank.org.uk and put 'Tesco Food 

Drive Volunteering' in the title of your email! You can email or call 0161 

272 5210 for more information. 


