Sign up to…
…
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another”. – Proverbs 27:17

Coming up…
11 February 7pm—If you are interested in working in social advocacy or the
world of policy making the Venice Faith and Politics Workshop www.faithandpolitics.eu - might be for you. Next August young adults from
around Europe will gather in a quiet part of Venice for one week to reflect on
public service as a Christian calling. Looking forward to meeting you on 11
February when Edmund Grace SJ (www.jesuit.ie/tag/edmund-grace-sj) will tell
us more.
14-19 February Week of guided prayer
19 February Organ Recital—by Martin Baker
From Westminster Cathedral
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Reluctance
We can even persuade ourselves that
We say things like ‘I can’t do that’ or ‘We are just not clever enough’, to do
‘She’s better at that, than I am.’ We what we are asked.
seem to convince ourselves that
If we have ever experienced a ‘good
somebody else will always do better. teacher’ in our lives, we know that one
We read so many stories in the Bible of their gifts was encouragement. Any
on this theme. Jeremiah’s words
student of any age group will thrive on
always ring true, ‘I don’t know how to this. Whether we are dealing with a 4
speak’ (Jr 1:6). Jonah probably wins year old or a 40 year old; if we
the prize for best of Reluctant
encourage them and show we believe
Prophets. God asks him to go and
they can do it, this will help them to
speak to the people of Nineveh (now shed their reluctance.
Mosul in Iraq), so he turns in the
opposite direction and boards a boat Let’s try to use our gifts of Courage and
for Tarshish (2,500 miles away from Confidence, as we live and work with
Nineveh).
others each day. These two words were
Reluctance is something we can all
used by the Foundress of the FCJ
recognise in ourselves. We hesitate in Sisters, as she encouraged so many
many different ways, not trusting
young women to listen to God’s Call in
that we are ‘good’ enough, or we
their lives. Courage and Confidence
haven’t been trained for that. We can may well dispel some of our reluctance
be professionals at putting blocks and next time we face a challenge. Try it!!
reasons for ‘not doing’ something.

You can register with the Chaplaincy for regular updates on areas you
are interested in – www.muscc.org/register

This Week’s Events

If you are a
This week at the Chaplaincy…
postgraduate
international
Monday 1st Feb
student who is and
8.30am Morning Prayer –meet in the
has been involved in
Chapel every weekday morning to start our
the chaplaincy and
day with a prayer (come in through the gate you would like to attend the Congress
between chaplaincy and church).
on the Pastoral Care of International
6.30pm SVP meeting.
Students in Rome from 28 November
to 2 December 2016, contact a
Tuesday 2nd Feb
member of the chaplaincy team. (You
10am-12pm Foodbank –serving the local
need to be nominated before 1st
community in crisis. (also Weds / Fri)
March to be considered.)
6.30-7pm Taizé prayer—in the chapel
7pm International volunteering
information—by Jesuit Missions Volunteer
Coordinator
Wednesday 3rd Feb
5-6pm Scripture prayer—prayer with next
Sunday’s readings

NIGHTFEVER is an initiative that began
in World Youth Day 2005; it is
essentially very simple - open our
churches as a place of prayer, and
RCIA Retreat at Freshfield—Friday
invite anyone to come inside.
afternoon until Sunday
Nightfever evenings take place in
7.30pm Nightfever — come and light a
Churches throughout the world - many
candle in the presence of Jesus. If you’re
in Germany, but also New York,
willing to join the volunteers team, come
Dublin, London. Salford Cathedral has
6:30PM for preparation.
started having NightFever on the last
Friday of each month. At the Holy
Sunday 7th Feb
Name we have NightFever on the first
Mass – Please come along and join us for
Friday of each month.
Mass: 9:15am hymns; 12pm classical choir;
Come to the Holy Name on Friday
7pm contemporary music.
evening 7.30-10.00PM to light a
8.00pm Dinner – after Mass join us for a
great time together and home-made food candle and spend a few minutes in
prayer. Bring a friend.
(£3 for 2 courses).
Friday 5th Feb
1.00pm-2.00pm Staff Bible Study

THIS WEEK’S SAINTS
Monday – St Brigid is honoured as a patronsaint of Ireland. She founded a religious
community in Kildare around 500AD and
contributed greatly to the growth of Celtic
Christianity.
Tuesday – The Feast of the Presentation of
the Lord celebrates the dedication of the
infant Christ by his parents in the Temple.
Simeon and the prophetess Anna also take
part in the story. Today is called
“Candlemas” because at the start of Mass
we bless the candles that will be used
throughout the coming year.

St Brigid, peace-maker between
factions, known as the Saint of
Agriculture for her respect for the
land.
A Heart of Fire

Wednesday – St Blaise, bishop and martyr,
is invoked for the blessing of throats and
this devotion will be observed at the end of
each Mass today.
Thursday – St John de Brito and other Jesuit
missionary martyrs of the 18th and 19th
centuries who died for Christ all over the
world are remembered with gratitude
today.
Friday – St Agatha is one of the many virgin
martyrs of the early Church who are
honoured for their heroic defence of their
Christian faith and the sanctity of their
bodies.
Saturday – St Paul Miki and the martyrs of
Japan: 26 Christians, including Jesuit and
Franciscan missionaries alongside Japanese
catechists, were crucified in Nagasaki in
1597.

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in Honour of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday 20th of February
2016:
13:00 – 14:00: Recitation of
Holy Hour Prayers to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
14:00 – 15:00: Silent
Adoration (Personal Prayers).
Location: MUSCC chapel.
Avila House, 335-337 Oxford
Road, Manchester, M13 9PG.

SVP News
“It is possible for each one of us to meet the Son of
God, experiencing all of his love and infinite mercy. We are able to
recognize Him in the faces of our brothers and sisters, especially in the poor,
the sick, the imprisoned, the displaced: they are the living flesh of the suffering Christ and
the visible image of the invisible God” – Pope Francis, Angelus 11/01/2015
Really?! What do homeless, alcoholics, and drug addicts can have to do with Jesus? How
could St Francis hug a leper, how could St Teresa live among the poorest of Calcutta? I
mean, I can understand social workers – it’s their job after all. It’s good if someone does
some street cleaning from time to time. Life on the street is dirty, smelly and desperate.
Lock up these wrecks somewhere we cannot see them! Right?
Then I joined the Chaplaincy SVP, beginning to go out for evening food runs once a week.
And the unexpected happened. Instead of faceless tramps, I met human beings, like me.
With fears, wounds, hopes I can relate to only too well. In pain, scared, bitter, because the
life they are living is painful and scary. Yet they are capable of smiling with the sincerity of
a child when somebody offers them a brew on a cold night.
I met people who refused that extra sandwich: “Cheers mate, but save it for somebody
else who would need it tonight. I have enough food.” I talked with an old man, more than
30 years on the street, his short-term memory gone after a heart attack, whose way to say
goodbye was a sincere “Oh man, I love life”. I felt a terrible pang of sadness in front of that
kid crushed by his drug problems and sense of guilt. I didn’t know I could feel that way for
total strangers, as if they were brothers.
You know, perhaps I’m beginning to understand what the Pope meant last year.
~ Luca (SVP Volunteer)
Looking to volunteer?
We are always looking for University student volunteers to give their time and
talents to help the work of the SVP 1833. Want to learn more about what we do
and how you can get involved? Attend our Monday meeting - 6:30PM at the
Catholic Chaplaincy (across from the UofM Student Union). Join our FB group:
SVP MUSCC

SVP News

What: Pancake Day / Shrove Tuesday
When: Tuesday, 9th February, 2016
Time: All morning and afternoon!
Where: Manchester Universities Catholic Chaplaincy (across from the UofM
Student Union)
Why: Proceeds will benefit the work of the SVP 1833 at the Chaplaincy and the
Food Bank.
Volunteers Needed: If you are able to help prep, cook, serve, and/or clean up,
please contact Ryan at svp.muscc@outlook.com.

What: Intergenerational Dinner
When: Tuesday, 16th February, 2016
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Where: Manchester Universities Catholic Chaplaincy (across from the UofM
Student Union)
Why: Come spend time with the elderly from St. Joseph’s Home. Many of
these people are 90+ years old and have no one left to visit them. You can
make a difference in their lonely lives by spending time with them.
Volunteers Needed: If you are able to help cook, serve, assist with
games/activities, and/or clean up, please contact Ryan at
svp.muscc@outlook.com.

Volunteer Coordinator, Clara Sheaf, from Jesuit
Missions (JM) will be talking at the chaplaincy
about international volunteering at 7pm on
Tuesday

A big thank you to everyone who donated to the foodbank in the run up to
Christmas. We were able to restock many items that were running low and
also offer people something special for Christmas. Below is a list of items we
need; you can leave donations in the collection boxes at the back of the
church.

Milk (UHT or powdered)
Fresh fruit juice
Sugar (500g)
Soup
Pasta Sauces
Sponge Pudding (tinned)
Tinned Tomatoes
Rice Pudding (tinned)
Tea Bags/ Instant Coffee
Instant Mash Potato
Rice/ Pasta
Tinned Meat
Tinned Fish
Tinned Fruit
Tinned Vegetables
Biscuits or Snack Bars

A 'Day of Reflection' for Young Adults (aged 20-35) is being held at
Wistaston Hall, Crewe on Saturday 20 February. Fr Jonathan Blandon
(from Shrewsbury diocese) will lead the day. Contribution: £15 for
students (£20 for non-students). Lunch will be provided. If you would
like to know more please contact Siobhan (siobhanbc@talktalk.net or
0161 477 2783)

JM offer the opportunity to live out your
faith be serving others in various locations
in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
Placements are of variable length from
three months to two years. You will work
with a group of UK and local volunteers.
The projects are aimed at meeting specific local needs in three areas:
promoting sustainable development and improving living standards,
supporting people to respond to HIV and AIDS, and enabling people to
have a say in decisions and policies that affect them. You will have
spiritual support before and during your placement.
Apply to volunteer at jesuitmissions.org.uk/volunteering/apply

Love of my life
If you associate God with love in your life, perhaps you would like to
spend some extra quality time with this Love. There will be a student
Week of Guided prayer from Sunday 14th February until Friday 19th.
Participants are encouraged to spend 30 minutes a day praying in their
own time and to speak with a prayer guide for up to another 30
minutes Monday to Friday. There will be an opening meeting of all
participants on Sunday afternoon to get you started and a closing
meeting on Friday afternoon.
Even if you don’t sign up you can attend one of three prayer
workshops on Monday 15th, Tuesday 16th, and Thursday 18th from 78.30pm.
If you are interested in taking part, please speak to one of the
chaplaincy team or email general.muscc@gmail.com

